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The Director’s Perspective
As you can see, Groundswell has a new look, 

reflecting a number of shifts at the Center 
for Earth Jurisprudence. CEJ initiatives 

at St. Thomas University have evolved 
into a graduate LL.M in Environmental 

Sustainability that begins in 
August 2011. (See “Coming 
Events.”) CEJ is continuing its 
commitment to teaching Earth 
jurisprudence courses at Barry 
University Law School, as 
well as initiating an Honors 
Certificate in Environmental Law, 
Jurisprudence and Justice, and 
contributing to a new electronic 
Earth Jurisprudence and 
Environmental Justice Journal. As 
noted in this issue, CEJ recently 

hosted internationally renowned 
water rights activist Maude 

Barlow at its second annual Future 
Generations conference, “Water 

Justice for All.” 

Our guest author, Kariena Veaudry, 
Executive Director of the Florida Native 

Plant Society, calls us to continue our 
commitment to conservation practices in 

the face of significant economic challenges. 
Choosing to live sustainably and to protect 

the natural world during times of economic 
stress requires personal and public commitment 

to protecting the distinctive natural beauty and 
biodiversity that make Florida unique. With those 

choices, we can provide sustenance as well as 
spiritual, mental and physical health for all that 

exists. We at the Center for Earth Jurisprudence 
deepen our commitment to encourage moral and 
legal consideration of nature in ways that protect 
the inherent value of humans and all members of the 
natural environment, while creating sustainable paths 
in our public policies. 

We hope you will partner with us in this commitment. 
Let us know if you like the new Groundswell and 
what articles and initiatives you would like to see in 

the future. Let us hear from you. 
Sister Pat

“Conservation is a state of harmony between [people] and land.” Aldo Leopold, one of 
America’s founding conservationists, made this statement just after the turn of the 20th Century, 
toward the end of the Industrial Revolution. As America’s society and economy changed into a modern 
urban-industrial state, he was concerned about the rapid displacement of native ecosystems without 
forethought to setting land aside for conservation.

In the United States, we changed from an agricultural people with a 
population of 36 million in 1870 (70% of which were farmers) to a society 
that was highly industrialized, with large segments of the population 
performing much of their work in factories and on machines just fifty years 
later at the end of the Industrial Revolution. By 1920, the population of the 
United States had swelled to over 80 million people. This was partly due to 
the better life people were living because of the technological and medical 
breakthroughs of this era and partly due to the influx of immigrants.

Native Americans inhabited Florida as far back as 14,000 years ago. In 1845, when Florida became a  
state, the total population was under 80,000 (40% of which were enslaved). Today our total population 
is just under 19,000,000. That’s a growth factor of almost 19 million people in only 166 years!

A recent National Geographic article (available at http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2011/01/
seven-billion/kunzig-text/1) predicts the global population will rise to 7 billion people later this  
year. It took a century for the population to double from 1 billion people in 1830 to 2 billion 
people by 1930. Now, in less than a century, we’ve more than tripled our numbers. What is in 
store for the future? By 2050, the National Geographic Society predicts we’ll have somewhere 
from 8 to 10.5 billion people. How can the Earth cope with so many people utilizing natural 
resources and pursuing an improved standard of living? Demographers think population may 
begin to level out after that point, but what stresses will the Earth and its inhabitants endure 
in the meantime?

Striving for a state of harmony between people/development and nature will ensure our 
long term survival on Earth and preserve water resources and economic based ecosystem 
services in Florida. In addition to species survival, conservation of native ecosystems 
equates to clean air, clean water and an increased quality of life in the future. 
Conservation means ensuring that a cross section of plant and animal species – the 
entire of web of life – from soil microbes to the tallest canopy tree are not extirpated 
from regions of Florida. We’ve lost this battle in several Florida counties already.

There is increasing acceptance of the biocentric argument that plants have inherent 
value independent of humans and deserve to be protected. Florida is among the 
states with the greatest plant diversity in the United States. There are approximately 
3,000 native plant species. Florida also has a high number of globally rare plant 
species and many of these are endemic, found nowhere else on Earth.

The increasing prevalence of conflicts between developers and the lack of legal 
protections for protected species hopefully will change in the future as the legal 
mechanisms that attempt to protect ecosystems evolve.

An analysis of Florida’s existing protection for rare plant species illustrates that 
significant gaps remain to be filled. Neither federal nor state protection for  
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rare plants is as strong, comprehensive, or effective as it could and should be. 
Plants and animals are both integral parts of ecosystems that rely on each other 

for survival. A legal recognition of the value of plant species in the form of 
strengthened legislation would enhance existing legal efforts to preserve 

overall ecological integrity.

To preserve our unique plants, ecosystems, natural resources and fauna, 
and create cost savings to municipalities through ecosystem services 
thus increasing the economic base through ecosystem services, our 
economic focus must shift from development. More development 
in Florida is not sustainable. We must recreate our economic 
base to be oriented toward technology, healthcare, services and 
manufacturing.

Before leaving office, Director of Community Affairs Tom Pelham 
stated that “it will take decades to use up development capacity 
approved over the last four years.” The department’s final report 
shows approved planning amendments will permit more than a 
million new housing units and 2.7 billion square feet of non-
residential construction – which would create millions of jobs. But 
all we hear from developers is that we need to develop more and 

more because we need jobs. This is a tremendous fallacy.

Stephen Goldstein reports that, “A halt to unbridled development 
would have a positive effect throughout Florida. As property values 

rise, so would tax revenues, money that could maintain existing 
infrastructure and help offset measured development. By unleashing 

the potential for unbridled growth, the new Governor and Legislature 
are committing the state to repeating the same self-defeating behaviors 

responsible for our current fiscal mess.”

In their March 2009 publication Economic Benefits of Land Conservation: A 
Case for the Florida Forever Program, The Nature Conservancy points out that 

Florida achieved a 13.2 billion dollar income from ecosystem services, hunting, 
fishing, and economic gains to local communities by visits to state parks in 

2006. “Ecosystem services” is a term to describe utilizing natural areas for flood 
control, stormwater containment and carbon sequestration, and so on. There were 

156,400 jobs associated with these ecosystem service endeavors. The Trust for 
Public Land reported similar findings in Conservation: Investment that Pays, authored 

by Erica Gies. These findings, and the dependence of many of Florida’s key industries 
on healthy natural resources, make it clear how important Florida’s investment in land 

conservation is, says Jeff Danter, The Nature Conservancy’s Florida Director.

Conservation has yielded real and sustainable economic benefits. Today we face economic 
challenges that make the role of conservation even more essential. In order to sustain both 

Florida’s economy and quality of life, Florida’s leaders need to continue to seek approaches 
that meet the needs of the present generation without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their needs. Conservation must be expanded to continue to provide the 
foundation for human life and business in the future.

Loss of natural land through development is irreversible. But unlike money, we cannot borrow 
more Florida springs, sandhills or longleaf pine forests. Trying to restore them later is cost 
prohibitive. By stimulating Florida’s economy through conservation initiatives, land protection 
ultimately results in fewer costs to taxpayers and avoids negative impacts to the industries 
that clearly rely on functioning ecosystems.

I started with a quote from Aldo Leopold and I’ll conclude with another: “We abuse 
land because we regard it as a commodity belonging to us. When we see land as a 

community to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect.” When 
we respect and protect Florida’s natural lands, fauna and habitat, we can create 

a future that provides economic benefits, while preserving our unique Florida 
ecosystems.

Center for Earth 
Jurisprudence Hosts  
“Water Justice for All”

Maude Barlow, national chairperson of the Council 
of Canadians, gave the keynote address at the second 
annual Future Generations Conference, “Water Justice 
for All,” hosted by the Center for Earth Jurisprudence at 
the Barry University School of Law on Feb. 4, 2011.  

An international environmental leader, author, and 
former senior advisor on water to the 63rd President of 
the United Nations General Assembly, Barlow described 
recent international efforts recognizing the importance 
of water and connecting environmental preservation, 

environmental justice, and social justice. “By 2030, there will be 40 
percent more demand for water than water supply,” she said. Barlow 
stressed the importance of present-day action to meet current and future 
global water challenges.  

Jennifer Greene, executive director of The Water Research Institute 
of Blue Hill in Maine, began the conference with a presentation 
featuring live and videotaped demonstrations encouraging a new 
consciousness of water based on the qualities of water itself.  Law 
students from Barry’s Environmental Law, Jurisprudence and 
Justice certificate program described Ms. Greene’s presentation 
as “awesome” and “mind-blowing,” as she demonstrated the 
dynamic flow and movement of “good” water compared with 
water containing pollution.  

Other speakers featured were David Tomasko, Ph.D., of 
PBS&J, evaluating numeric nutrient criteria in a scientific 
context; David Childs, Esq., of Hopping Green & Sams, 
discussing the interaction between water, politics, and 
Florida’s economy; and Kariena Veaudry, RLA, executive 
director of the Florida Native Plant Society, describing 
the role of native plants and critical areas of 
conservation in promoting biodiversity and reducing 
extinction rates. 

The Future Generations conference represents 
an ongoing effort by the Center for Earth 
Jurisprudence to provide education and probe 
significant areas of the essential task of this 
generation:  reconciling current human needs 
and the needs of future generations of all 
species. 

Special thanks to Joe and Rosemary 
DuRocher for their ongoing generous 
support for the Future Generations 
conference and CEJ’s other programs. 

Coming Events:
Patios, Preserves and Public Spaces:  
Making Connections
Florida Native Plant Society
May 19-22, 2011 • Maitland, FL
http://www.fnps.org/pages/conference/

Comparative Water Law Short Course/Tour
St. Thomas University School of Law  
May 22-27, 2011 • The Netherlands
http://www.stu.edu/shortcourse/tabid/2979/Default.aspx 


