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CEJ Celebrates 10th 
Anniversary

In August of this year, CEJ will turn 10! We will be celebrating, 
and will have a special edition of Groundswell distributed 

that focuses on the exciting anniversary. Stay tuned!

Transitions within CEJ
It is a poignant moment for us as Jane Durocher transitions into 

a new role within CEJ. Jane Durocher began with CEJ in 2008, 
and contributed enormously during her tenure with us.  We wish 

her every joy and fulfillment 
as she spends more time with 

her husband, Jim. Thanks for 
your years of service as Associate 

Director, Jane! Fortunately, she 
hasn’t left us.  She is now serving as 

Coordinator of Special Projects.  

As Jane transitions into her new 
position, we are very excited to welcome 
Traci Deen to CEJ as our new Associate 

Director. Welcome, Traci! More on our 
new team member below, in her bio.

In similar news, we are also bringing 
an additional team member on board in March, as the Manager of Programs 
and Operations. This person will manage overall event planning details and 
implementation related to programming, exercise oversight of our office 

operations, and contribute to CEJ’s wellbeing on all levels. This includes 
creating educational programs and outreach, working with our team in 

generating new CEJ programming and assisting with CEJ communications, 
publicity, social media, and funding opportunities. We are so very 

excited to expand our team!

“The eyes of the future are looking back at us and they are praying for us to see 
beyond our own time.” – Terry Tempest Williams, Refuge: An Unnatural History of 
Family and Place

Florida has had its fair share of environmental controversy this past year. An 
ongoing and painful episode is watching our elected leaders misuse Amendment 
1 conservation funds, thereby skewing the will of 75% of the citizens who 
voted last year to expand funding to purchase conservation lands. Instead of 
increased land purchases however, these funds are being redirected to pay 
for administrative costs of enforcement personnel.  Two lawsuits are now 
pending to reverse or enjoin the legislature from doing so. Clearly “the eyes 
of the future are looking back at us.”

Meanwhile, we witnessed the controversial Florida black bear hunt. Until 
last year, these bears were designated a threatened species by the very 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission that subsequently issued approval 
of the hunt. The bear hunt ended in a two-day travesty, with 304 
reported dead bears, some of them with nursing cubs. Outrage and 
grief were expressed at memorials for the bears held across the state 
as people demanded accountability from the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Commission. Once again, “the eyes of the future are looking back at 
us.”

Unfortunately, as painful as these violations of respect of nature are, 
they fit into a larger pattern of disrespect and violence being expressed 
internationally. The escalation of violence inflicted on the people of 
Paris, as well on the peoples of Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Egypt, Russia, and 
so many other places, reminds us all of our mutual vulnerability, whether 
in Florida, Syria or Paris. We seem to be living by an escalating code of 
violence and disingenuousness that impacts respect and integrity for people 
as well as all members of natural communities.

Eyes of the Future: Florida Environmental 
Fiascos, UN Climate Summit, and an 
International Tribunal on the 
Rights of Nature
By Sr. Patricia Siemen, Director  

Sr. Pat Siemen, Director, 
interviewing Cormac Cullinan, 
author of Wild Law and 
practicing Environmental 
Attorney based in Cape Town, 
South Africa while in Paris 
amidst COP21.

Connect with Us! 
Please visit our website  
www.earthjurist.org for more 
information, news, and events. 
We’re also on facebook,  
twitter, and instagram!  
@EarthJurist.



The world watched November 30 – December 12, 2015 as the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, also known as 
COP21, took place in Paris. Pope Francis, in his recent encyclical, Laudato 
Sí: On Care for Our Common Home urged dialogue among nations 
and peoples that could lead to adoption of a binding international 
agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions contributing to climate 
change. During his address at the United Nations in September, he 
implored that the Paris Climate Summit be that dialogue. The most 
eminent scientists believe that the reduction must be no more than 1.5 
C degrees above pre-industrial levels of emissions. The future of the 
planet’s health is dependent on our acting now.

All 195 countries approved the Paris Agreement at the conclusion 
of COP21.  While it is momentous to have the world governments 
acknowledge the need to reduce GHG emissions, the agreement 
unfortunately lacks legally binding enforcement measures. The 
remedies in the agreement primarily rely on expanding financial market 
mechanisms and technological “fixes” that benefit “business as usual.” 
The text of the agreement fails to mention the interdependency of 
all nations on the health and wellbeing of the Earth, the protection 
of human and indigenous rights, and protecting those who are most 
vulnerable to climate change. As George Monbiot aptly wrote in The 
Guardian, “[b]y comparison to what it could have been, it’s a miracle. By 
comparison to what it should have been, it’s a disaster.”

I was in Paris representing CEJ, the Dominican Sisters Conference 
USA, and serving as a member of the steering committee of the 
Third International Tribunal on the Rights of Nature. CEJ’s new 
Associate Director, Traci Deen, also attended.  On December 4 & 5th 
the Tribunal took place in Paris at Maison des Metallos. Much like a 
criminal indictment or grand jury, the Tribunal featured internationally 
renowned lawyers and leaders for planetary justice, who sat as judges 
and heard testimony addressing issues of climate change, GMOs, 
fracking, extractive industries and other environmental and human 
violations. Over 80 people from 12 countries served as witnesses, 
judges and prosecutors, sharing stories of both environmental and 
human rights violations. The distinguished panel of Tribunal judges 
considered the testimony, and then offered restorative justice judgments 
and recommendations for Earth’s protection based on the Universal 
Declaration of the Rights of Mother Earth—those judgements will be 
issued for the world to see, to apply and to consider. 

While in Paris, we participated in various climate justice activities 
alongside thousands of concerned global citizens, with compassion-
filled hearts for the suffering of communities that are being destroyed 
by various forms of violence and terrorism. Our hearts stretch to include 
compassion for the suffering of threatened non-human species as well, 
such as Florida bears 
and the decimation of 
waterways.  We invite 
you to journey forth with 
us, perhaps with less 
innocence, but stronger 
determination to not 
live in fear or passivity, 
and with a renewed 
commitment to make our 
home, Earth, a safe respite 
for all her inhabitants.

The eyes of the future 
are looking back at us 
and they are praying for 
us to see beyond our 
own time. We promise 
to pay attention and act 
on behalf of the common 
good.   

CEJ Proud to 
Author Amicus 
Brief in Support of 
Youth Plaintiffs in 
Constitutional  
Climate Change 
Law Suit

The Center’s Staff Attorney Rob Williams authored an amicus brief 
that was filed in a federal lawsuit in Oregon. The Center, on behalf of 
the Global Catholic Climate Movement and the Leadership Council of 
Women Religious, authored the amicus curiae brief in support of the 
constitutional climate change lawsuit brought by 21 youth plaintiffs. 

Addressing climate change, the lawsuit argues that the federal govern-
ment has failed to protect our youngest generations, and has violated 
their constitutional rights to life, liberty, property. It further argues that 
the government has failed to protect public trust resources.  

“The Center for Earth Jurisprudence is honored to support 
the Amici in this case who stand in solidarity with the youth 
plaintiffs seeking future and intergenerational justice … The 
constant threats of climate change and increased GHG emis-
sions assail the rights of nature, in this case, our atmosphere. 
We hope the court understands the message of Pope Francis, 
in his encyclical Laudato Sí, where he states: ‘the notion of the 
common good also extends to future generations … Intergen-
erational solidarity is not optional, but rather a basic question 
of justice, since the world we have received also belongs to 
those who will follow us.’” –Sr. Pat Siemen 

Get to Know  
Our Associate  
Director 
Traci joins the Center with experience 
in litigation as a trial attorney and 
serving a community in need. Work-
ing as an Assistant Public Defender 
in Orange County, FL, she defended 
thousands of clients in hearings and 
trial that could not afford legal repre-
sentation on their own.  Traci serves in 
the community as the Political/Public 
Affairs Chair for the Junior League of Greater Orlando and is focused on 
urging the Florida Legislature to adopt a bill that would address “food 
deserts,” advocating for aid in childhood health and hunger in under-
served communities.

A nature lover at her core, Traci enjoys horseback riding, exploring trails 
with her dog Maggie Sue, and bike rides with her husband Michael.  Her 
work at CEJ focuses on law and policy change, education, and commu-
nity outreach to lawyers, students, policymakers, and the Central Florida 
community. Additionally, she oversees the identification and application 
of grants and other fundraising initiatives that will support the Center’s 
future work.  Traci is also responsible for CEJ’s written educational 
materials, website content, and social media outreach. Please join us in 
welcoming Traci to the CEJ team!

Sister Pat being blessed by an elephant in Vishnu Temple 
in Chennai before departing Tamil Nadu.



Barry Law students and guests, with Jane Marsden, Jane Durocher, and Sister Pat Siemen, 
just before launching on the Indian River Lagoon in July, 2015.

•	 	CEJ	presented	at	an	“Earth	Democracy”	program	
in Billings, Montana in September, 2015. This 
was a spin-off program from the CEJ/Navdanya 
workshop in Dehradun, India February 2015 with 
Vandana Shiva.

•			Sr.	Pat	presented	at	the	“Our	Children,	Climate,	Faith	
Symposium” in Strafford, Vermont in August 2015.

•			She	also,	paired	with	Dr.	Dan	Britt,	Director	of	the	
Center for Lunar and Asteroid Surface Science at the 

University of Central Florida, presented at “The Perils of 
Climate Change,” in June 2015.

•	 	CEJ	presented	on	Earth	Jurisprudence	in	the	“Law,	Legal	
Theory, and Law Practice” track at the “Seizing an Alterna-

tive: Toward an Ecological Civilization” conference June, 2015 
at Pomona College, Claremont, CA.

•			CEJ	Visiting	Scholar	Michelle	Maloney	led	a	workshop	called	 
“The Precautionary Principle and Earth Jurisprudence” at the  

Earth Ethics Institute in March, 2015.

•	 	Our	team	printed	and	distributed	thousands	of	“Our	Water.	Our	
Florida. A Water Ethic for Florida,” by Cynthia Barnett

•	 	The	Center’s	Staff	Attorney	Rob	Williams	authored	an	amicus	brief	
that was filed in federal court. 

•	 	CEJ	sat	on	the	steering	committee	and	contributed	to	the	planning	of	the	
3rd International Tribunal on the Rights of Nature, held in Paris, December, 
2015.

•	 	CEJ’s	Director	and	new	Associate	Director	traveled	to	Paris	amidst	the	UN	Climate	
Summit, and participated in many civil sector events. 

•	 	Jane	Durocher	taught	a	new	course,	“Environmental	Ethics:	 
Foundations of Governance,” at Barry University School of 
Law.

•	 	The	Center	contributed	to	the	Florida	Clean	Water	Declara-
tion Campaign. 

•	 	The	Center	has	been	working	on	a	Bill	of	Rights	for	 
Nature for the consideration by the Florida Constitu-
tional Revision Commission. 

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO? 
Looking back, what a year 2015 was!

Students getting an up-close experience of a friendly, curious scrub jay. 
July, 2015.

Kayaking with Barry Law students and friends at Blue Springs State Park in 
November, 2015

Our
Water.
Florida.

A WATER ETHIC FOR FLORIDA
Our By Cynthia Barnett
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web-based seminar series

This web-based seminar series 
explores emergent legal systems and 
cultural themes and addresses the intrinsic 
rights of nature and the international Earth laws movement. 
Topics will include law and policy, ethics, principles of 
environmental sustainability, science, and spirituality. 

For registration or further 
information, please contact 

Sister Pat Siemen at: psiemen@barry.edu. 
Please RSVP at least 48 hours before each program. 

Directions for participation will be sent to you.

Wednesday, January 13, 2016
12:00 – 1 p.m.
Highlights of Third International 
Tribunal on the rIgHTs of MoTHer 
earTH and the december 2015 ParIs 
un ClIMaTe ConvenTIon

Tuesday, february 9, 2016
12:00 – 1 p.m. 
rIgHTs of naTure &  
CoMMunITy rIgHTs:  What 
are they? are they being 
implemented?

Wednesday, MarCH 16, 2016
12:00 – 1 p.m. 
florida Constitutional revision 
Committee: a “Community rights” 
amendment for ProTeCTIng HuMan 
and eCologICal HealTH 
 

THe CenTer for earTH JurIsPrudenCe PresenTs

NEWS FROM CEJ 

CEJ Hosting Webinar Series
The Center for Earth Jurisprudence is hosting a 3 part webinar series. 
Join us as this series explores emergent legal systems and cultural 
themes while addressing the intrinsic rights of nature and the inter-
national Earth laws movement. Topics will include law and policy, 
ethics, principles of environmental sustainability,  
science, and spirituality. Both remaining seminars begin at 12pm 
EST. Recorded webinars available on our website at www.
earthjurist.org.

Wednesday, March 16, 2016: Florida Constitutional 
Revision Committee and a  “Community Rights” 
Amendment Protecting Human and Ecological 
Health

 

Publication Opportunity!
 The Center for Earth Jurisprudence (CEJ) and the 
Barry University School of Law Environmental and 
Earth Law Journal (EELJ) invite the submission of 
scholarly legal papers addressing the theme of 
“Earth Jurisprudence: The Time is Now.” The winning 
submission will be published in the Summer 2016 
volume of the EELJ. Other submissions will be 
considered by CEJ for additional publication. 

Barry Law Grads Earn Environmental and 
Earth Law Honors Certificates

Eight students graduated with the Honors Certificate in Environmental 
and Earth law from the Barry University School of Law in 2015. 

Way to go! 

MAy 2015
Burton, Nikalas D.
LiPetri, Pamela M.
Metz, Kalyn E.
Stewart, Margaret  

DECEMBER 2015
Henn, Nicholas
Kripinski, Carolina
Stiltner, Farah
Tater, Archita 
 

Masthead photo: Cannon Springs, a third-magnitude spring that is 
normally submerged by the Rodman Pool in Marion County, Florida. Photo 
taken by Jane Durocher on 12/30/15 of one of the plumes. Incredible shot!

Partner with Us: 
If you’d like to support our work, please consider making a tax exempt financial
donation to the Center for Earth Jurisprudence at Barry University. We are also
seeking partners for our programs and initiatives. Contact Traci Deen at (321)
206-5788 or tdeen@barry.edu. Together, let’s explore ways to support the
health of the Earth community.

Founded in 2006, the Center for Earth Jurisprudence focuses on advancing laws, 
policy, and governance designed to protect the natural systems, species, and 
entities that sustain life on Earth. The Center is housed in Barry University School 
of Law in Orlando, Florida. 

Founded in 2006, the Center for Earth Jurisprudence 
is an initiative of the Barry University School of Law 
to advance a transformative Earth-centered paradigm 
that advocates protecting the intrinsic value and legal 
rights of nature. The Center’s work includes research, 
education, publication, and policy advocacy.


